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How the Opium Wars Affected Relations with Western Nations, Including the U.S.
China's tries to stop the opium trade resulted in the Opium Wars. Subsequently the eighteenth century, overseas traffickers have been unlawfully trafficking opium to China from India, but the business detonated after 1820. The pervasive dependency that caused was wreaking havoc on China’s economic and social systems. In spring 1839, the Chinese administration detained and incinerated about 20,000 torsos of opium—approximately 1,400 loads of opium—kept by British dealers in Canton. Around July, an intoxicated British soldier killed a Chinese farmer, amplifying pressures among the two sides (Hong, 2018). The British authorities refused to hand over the alleged individuals to Chinese magistrates since they did not want their people to be put on trial in the Chinese jurisdictional structure.
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In 1844, the United States and China signed a Treaty of Wangxia, which was the main legal treaty among both the two countries. The Treaty of Nanjing, which concluded the First Opium War in 1842, was an American corresponding to the Anglo-Chinese Treaty of Nanjing. The Opium War and these treaties revealed an age in which Western republics wanted clear entrée to Chinese markets and products to expand trade between Europe and the U.S.
The western merchants, notably those from the U. S., had long wanted a range of Chinese goods (such as tea, silk, and furniture) but discovered that China had limited Western interests. Trade between the U.S. and China started in 1784, concentrating on North American commodities like ginseng, sandalwood, and furs. Still, American curiosity in Chinese possessions soon outdid Chinese requests for these U.S. distributes. The British already had identified a profitable marketplace for stolen opium in American and southern China dealers rapidly trailed suit to bolster their supplies to China. Separately from the health matters connected to opium dependence, the developing opium trade with Western supremacies ensured that China bought more merchandise than it distributed for the first time. The First Opium War, which continued from 1839 to 1842, was clashed by China and Great Britain to solve the economic issue. The British were in a situation to make any claims from the weakened Qing Administration of China in the Anglo-Chinese Treaty of Nanjing after conquering the Chinese in a succession of naval clashes. Not to be beaten, U.S. officials attempted to reach a reciprocal arrangement with the Chinese, ensuring that the U.S. would receive many of the same generous conditions as the British. To keep all immigrants on an equal footing, the Chinese gladly consented. 
Cushing Caleb, a Massachusetts representative, was selected by President Tyler John to lead the United States in treaty discussions with the Chinese. Caleb and his colleagues immediately settled on the treaty's provisions, which they contracted in Wangxia, a neighborhood of Macau, Portugal, in 1844. Several of the significant relations of the Treaty of Nanjing were reproduced in the Treaty of Wangxia. In particular, it nominated five treaty ports as available to Chinese-Western trade (Shanghai, Ningbo, Fuzhou, Xiamen, and Guangzhou). As the first areas where outsiders and global trading organizations could hold land in China, these treaty harbors were important intersections for Chinese and Western culture.
The pact between the U.S. and the United Kingdom was marginally lengthier than the British kind since it incorporated critical components from the Treaty of Nanjing and some subjects of specific significance to the U.S. The rights of the U.S. missionaries in China were safeguarded under Artifact 17 of the Constitution (numerous had replaced as interpreters throughout the arbitration progression). Article 18 allowable Americans are residing or operating in China to hire instructors to assist them in comprehending Chinese, which the Chinese administration had previously prohibited. Contrasting with the United Kingdom, the U.S. decided that anyone engaging in the opium trade or illegal imports trafficking would be penalized under Chinese regulation. The treaty also allows other Americans in China to yield diplomatic immunity. This implied that any American suspected of breaking the law in China would be investigated and, if needed, penalized by American officials in China, slightly than being dependent on local law (Kenneth, 2017). Since the most preferred state provision in all of the western government's treaties with the Chinese authorities, any special treatment according to one of them might be contested in the end.
The U.S. and European authorities became ever more unsatisfied with their agreements with China in the 1850s, and the Qing administration failed to observe them. During the Second Opium War (1857–1858), the British pressed the matter by assaulting the major Chinese ports of Tianjin and Guangzhou. The most preferred state provision allowed all foreign countries in China to request the same privileges from China that Great Britain had acquired through force. Consequently, in Tianjin in 1858, the United States, Russia, and France all made agreements with China quickly.
Following the Opium Wars, contracts contracted among Western countries and China developed characterized as the "unequal treaties," since they offered outsiders favored standing while removing compromises from the Chinese (Mark, 2011). Paradoxically, to maintain outsiders in line, the Qing administration had completely backed the extraterritoriality and most preferred country provisions in the earliest treaties. This treaty classification also gestured a shift in Chinese relationships with the rest of the world. For years, the Chinese had handled their international affairs through the complement system, in which extraneous governments seeking to deal with China were involuntary to first pay a payment to the monarch, knowing Chinese culture's supremacy and the Chinese leader's absolute power. Unlike China's borders, European nations eventually weakened to make similar franchises to do business, in its place challenging that China follows Western political procedures, like signing treaties. Though uneven treaties and the application of the most preferred country provision were helpful in founding and satisfying free trade with China, they also subsidized the growth of anti-Western sentiment.
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